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For everything created 
by God is good, and 

nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received 
‘4, with Thanksgiving. 


| Timothy 4:4 


EDITORIAL 


/V|INI AGERE 


‘Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart’'— 
Psalm 119:111 

Today there is an upsurge of interest in the Word 
of God not evidenced for many years. Home Bible 
Studies are flourishing in many communities 
attended by folk who just a few years ago would 
have never dreamed they would be a participant. 
The Jesus Movement of a few years back resulted 
in young people demonstrating a vital interest in 
the Word of God and a desire to know what God 
was speaking to them through His Word. 

But despite this revitalization, it is an easy thing 
for Christians to take God’s Word for granted... 
not neglecting its message, but rather, holding a 
passive appreciation for it. Perhaps we need to 
consider the great price some paid that we might 
have the Holy Scriptures today. 

Men such as William Tyndale, who translated 
the Bible into the English of his time, was strangled 
and burned at the stake for his work. As Bibles 
were printed and distributed, men and women who 
were discovered with copies in their possession 
were burned at the stake with their Scriptures 
about their necks. Children were often forced to 
light the death-fires of their parents. Bible scholars 


The Cleveland, Oh. and Fuller- 
ton, Ca. Foursquare Churches are 
celebrating 50 years of ministry this 
year. Forty years of ministry will 
soon be celebrated by the Rochelle, 
Ill. Foursquare Church. 


Oct. 


W:. Jefferies, 


Southern California District Minis- 
ter’s Fall Bible Conference, held 
17-20 in Santa Barbara, Ca. 
Former District Supervisor Harold 
is conducting World 
Ministries Conferences 


and translators have dedicated lifetimes to th 

preservation and translation of the Bible into the 
languages of the world. And let us not forget the 
work of the ancient Scribes who hand-copied the 
sacred writings. Men have also paid with their 
eyesight and health as they have labored under 
unfavorable conditions and for long-hours. But no 
price was counted too great in order to give to us 
the Word of God. i 

In North America, Bibles can be purchased at a 
very low cost. Most Christian homes have more: 
than one copy of the King James Version and 
copies of various translations and paraphrases as. 
well. In the average Christian home in our land, 
there is an abundance of the Word of God. 4 

Often the scarcity of an article causes it to 
increase in value and appreciation. Just visit any 
antique dealer. When an item is available in large 
quantities its worth sometimes depreciates. 
Because the Bible is readily accessible to us today, 
may we be careful not to lose our deep appraise 
for its availability. 

At this Thanksgiving season, may we ba 
especially grateful for this blessing—our posses- 
sion of the Word of God, the Bible, of which we 
have been abundantly blessed. (4) 


Mouer, Dean of Mount Vernon: 
Bible College, and staff members, 
Revs. Tom Pentecost and Stan 
Taylor were also present. 


| 


in the ‘College for a Day’’ and Home- 


President Rolf K. McPherson 
reports that Dr. Howard P. Court- 
ney, Vice President, has been 
appointed as Interim Pastor of 
Angelus Temple until a replace- 
ment can be selected. Rev. Gary 
Musgrove, the outgoing Pastor, 
served 14 months and had an out- 
standing ministry. He feels a desire 


at this time to make himself 
available to the Lord for extended 
ministry. 

General Supervisor, M. E. 
Nicholls, attended the PFNA Con- 
vention in Newfoundland, Oct. 
24-27. Convention Speakers in- 


cluded Foursquare’s Southeast Dis- 
trict Supervisor, Glenn Burris. Dr. 
Harold Helms, Pastor of the 
Decatur, Il. Foursquare Church, 
was the special speaker at the 


ADVANCE 


Southeast District during the fall 
months. 

“‘God’s Mandate/Our Mission’’ 
will be the theme of NAE’s 36th 
Annual Convention to be held Feb. 
21-23 in Bloomington, Minn. 


LIFE Bible College President, 
Jack W.  Hayford, was guest 
speaker at the Golden Jubilee Con- 
vention of the Assemblies of God in 
New Zealand and Foursquare’s 
Eastern District Pastor’s Confer- 
ence in Amherst, Ohio recently. Dr. 
William Cochrane, LIFE’s Aca- 
demic Dean and Richard F. 
Schmidt, Director of the Board of 
Regents, attended the American 
Association of Bible Colleges in 
Chicago, Oct. 27-29. Dr. William 


coming activities have been sched- 
uled for Nov. 17-19 on the MVBC) 
campus. ; 
A Note Burning Service was con- 
ducted by the South Gate (Park- 
view), Ca. Foursquare Church in) 
commemoration of the church 
mortgage being paid in full. The, 
Vicennes, Ind. Foursquare Church 
recently dedicated its new Fellow- 
ship Hall. 
The El Monte (San Gabriel 
Valley), Ca. Foursquare Church has_ 
commenced a weekly telecast over. 
Trinity Broadcasting Network 
(Channel 40) in Los Angeles. 


PRESENT WITH THE LORD 


Hazel G. Coffey 
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INSIDE OUR FOURSQUARE FAMILY: 


COMMUNITY CONCERN: 


Foursquare Pastor On Call 
To Community’s Needs 


Dr. Clarence E. Fast, pastor of 
the Chicago HeigNts, Illinois 
Foursquare Church has deep 
convictions about community 
involvement. That came about 
early in his pastoral ministry, 
long before his personal, Pente- 
costal experience and ministry. 


Assuming the pastorate of a 
new, non-Pentecostal church in 
Enid, Oklahoma, Dr. Fast 
attended the local Ministerial 
Association. Becoming 
distressed with certain issues, 
he spoke out. Of that experience 
he says: “Il became aware that 
issues had a strange connotation 
because the liberal theologians 
projected their views. However, 
my views became respected and 
to my surprise | was elected as 
Secretary of the Ministerial 
Association. Before long other 
evangelicals became active. It 
was not always easy to exercise 
essential courtesy and tolerance 
in these meetings, but | could 
not always let modernists be the 
spokesmen for the churches 
when they did not represent our 
views.” This began Dr. Fast’s 
many years of community 
involvement. 

Since 1971, Dr. Fast has 
served as the Chaplain of the 
local Holiday Inn. Each room has 
an imprinted card with an 
invitation to call him for help and 
listing his name and telephone 
number. One such call led him to 
a series of conferences witha 
deeply distraught young mother 
who had left husband and 
children. Three days later she 
returned to home and family and 
to her church. 

In 1975 the local City Board of 
Directors established a new first 
in its 70-year history by 
appointing Dr. Fast as the 
Chaplain of the Police 
Department. The following year 
he was appointed to serve as 
Chaplain of the Fire Department. 


CHURCH: 


Arizona Church Planting 


In the past 5 months, four new 
Foursquare Churches have been 
planted in the State of Arizona in 
the towns of Bagdad, Douglas, 
Payson and Sedona. Led by 
State Superintendent, Rev. 
Wayman Mitchell, pastor of the 
Prescott, Az. Foursquare 
Church, the Prescott Church, 
assisted by Foursquare 
Churches in the area have given 
birth to over 20 Foursquare 
Churches in the past few years. 


Pastor Robert French leading service 
in Douglas, Az. pioneer church. In- 
vasion by 60 workers distributing 
15,000 flyers, and tracts preceded 
service. 


YOUTH: 
Nebraska Kid’s Crusade 


The congregation of the Grant, 
Ne. Foursquare Church planned 
and conducted a Kid’s Crusade 
recently with an average of 35 
children—ages 3 to 12 years 
old—attending. Pastor Elvin 
Wells reports that each evening 
was filled with exciting learning 
activities centered on God’s 
Word. Puppets—Bob and 
Jiggers, Lolly and Grandpa were 
featured as well. Treats and 
awards were presented to those 
participating in the various 
learning activities. Tommie 
Haynes and Shelly Pollard were 
crowned King and Queen, 
respectively. 


Caring and Sharing 


A new closeness and a caring 
has blossomed forth in the 
College Class of the Portland, 
Ore. Foursquare Church. 


As aresult, the collegians 
invited the senior citizens of the 
church to a picnic. The love of 
Christ reached across the 
“generation gap” as 55 youth and 
65 of their elders enjoyed a real 
old-fashioned picnic at 


Alpenrose Dairy in Portland. It 
proved to be a beautiful day of 
games, fun, food, presentations 
and most important, a time with 
each other and getting to know 
the “other side”. 

= *, 


HEADQUARTER’S 
MINISTRIES: 


Executive Staff Increases 


Reverend and Mrs. Everett 
Denison, former Foursquare 
missionaries to the Philippines, 
have joined the staff of the 
Executive Department of the 
Headquarter’s Offices. 

Rev. Denison will be managing 
the Park Sunset Building 
(formerly the Cal. Fed. Building) 
as well as serving in other areas 
of ministry. Mrs. Denison will be 
serving as her husband’s 
secretary and will be in charge of 
the Purchasing Department. 


Pentecostal World Conference Advi- 
sory Committee, representing 11 
countries, is currently making plans 
for the Oct. 2-7, 1979 conference in 
Vancouver, B.C. Foursquare’s Dr. 
Howard P. Courtney is a member of 
this committee. [4] 
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: dow 
anksgi Ain message preached in 
Ww mple, November 22, 1936. 


This.week is a great week in America, and 
atti is that we, as a Nation, give praise 
‘MostHigh God. 
(Our Pilgrim Fathers and mothers set out on 
Mayflower from Plymouth, England. They 
had removed from England to Leyden, 
Holland, in 1608, and, in 1620 they migrated to 
America. It took them three months to make 
the trip, one dying on the way and one child 
born on the way, so they landed with the same 
number they set out with. 

When the Pilgrim Fathers landed in America 
the first thing they did was to set up a 
cross—two pieces of wood— and there, on the 
bleak New England shore they knelt down and 
worshipped and gave praise to the Almighty 
God. One of the first buildings to go up in 
America was a church, and the only textbook 
they had at that time was a Bible. 

Dear Pilgrim Fathers! How the whole thing 
stirs my soul as I think of the sacrifice, the 
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HERITAGE: 


privation, the great zeal that led them on to 


seek a land where they could worship God 
‘according 
iS /) 


) 


to the dictates of their own 


i 
\: am proud of America, proud of its heritage, 
oud of that word “Pilgrim” and their national 
istory that sprang from old England and 
spired to holiness and religious freedom. Their 
eader was educated in Cambridge, and the first 
martyr among them was John Hooper who was 
burned at the stake by Mary Tudor. They were 


unted on every side and made three attempts 


Co nscience. 


i 


eached our coast they made three attempts to 
and and, finally, landed at Plymouth Rock. 

If we would be worthy of our Pilgrim Fathers 
he blood that flows in our veins, we would 
nell to build on the foundations the Lord 
4We would do well to study the Book [the 
and revere the Book our fathers revered 


atvelous, nation. They set out to maintain 
iberty, even if it were necessary to die or to 
brave unknown waters. Freedom of religious 
liberty was their goal. Righteous government 
was their objective. 

My mind goes back to other pilgrims as we 
consider the word “pilgrim”. I am thinking of 
Noah who took the first great boat ride. Noah, 
who came through a terrible storm, who like 
our Pilgrim Fathers was in the ark while the 
waters prevailed 150 days, and who, when the 
waters began to recede and go down, landed 
not on Plymouth Rock but on Mount Ararat. 
Noah and his little family then came out of the 
ark, and, like the Pilgrim Fathers, who set up a 
cross, he, too, gave thanks to God. 


' Eg noret upon which they erected a 


Noah’s ark was a three-storied ark —God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
There was a door in the side of the ark and a 
window at the top of the ark, the outlook 
through the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, and we 
can see the same signs being fulfilled today that 
were fulfilled in Noah’s day. Certainly, the 
Lord’s coming is not very far off. 

There is coming a tremendous upheaval and 
world war. Water is always a sign of tears and 
sorrow and trouble. Jesus is coming back again 
to take His people out of this world. 

Down over the path of the stars, over the 
balustrades of Glory came a Pilgrim, oh, such a 
Pilgrim! Jesus, the very Son of God. Leaving 
the portals in Glory He came from Heaven 
above to a lowly stable, and there in a lowly 
manger He lay while angels attended and sang 
sweet lullabies. Jesus was the greatest Pilgrim 
that ever walked this earth. What condes- 
cension was His! How still that night when the 
cry of the Christ Child broke the stillness. 

A few short years and the pilgrimage to earth 
ended by a rock in a Garden of Gethsemane as 
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‘He prayed and agonized for lost humanity. 
This Pilgrim of the Skies landed not as the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock, but in the rock of 
Joseph of Arimathea. What a pilgrimage was 

accomplished and now that Pilgrim, Who will 

soon return to earth, sits at the right hand of 

God the Father making intercession for us. 

_ The Pilgrim that came from Glory, that dear 
Savior that gave His life for us, they took Him 
down from Calvary’s cross and placed Him in a 

rocky sepulchre, and there He lay until the 
morning broke, and, with the morning came a 

pilgrim to the sepulchre. There she stood in the 
open door and, looking, she wept and her eyes 
were blinded with tears. Sorrowful was her 
heart. 
The angel said, “Woman, why weepest thou? 
Whom seekest thou?” 
“Oh,” she cried, “they have taken away my 
Lord and I know not where they have laid 
Him.” 
Lots of preachers have taken away the 
-Lord—they have drifted into modernism and 
formalism and no more preach a living Christ. 
Suddenly, Jesus came and spoke one word— 
“Mary!” and that dear little faithful pilgrim that 
had followed Him all the way, cried, 
~*“Rabboni!” meaning “Master.” Friend, if you 
will just call His name, if you will just turn and 

say, “Master!” He will speak your name and 
bring peace to your heart. He is waiting to hear 
that cry, and to be master of your thoughts, of 
your deeds, of your life. 


One hundred and twenty pilgrims made their 
way to that Upper Room after Jesus had gone 
away and there they waited until endued with 
“power from on high”. They were going to 
teach all nations in obedience to His command, 
but Jesus said, “Go,”...but tarry first “in the 
city of Jerusalem, until, ye be endued with 
power from on high.” And they were not 
disappointed. Suddenly, there came a sound 
from Heaven like as a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. Cloven tongues as of fire came down 
and sat on each of them. 

That is what some of you folk need—to put 
the amen and the glory in your soul. Praise 
God, there is fire under the boiler and the 
steam-guage is going up. I can’t keep from 
shouting “Glory to God!” I meet so many 
people who are unhappy and defeated in life 

and they try to kill an hour by playing a game 

_ of cards or some other way of spending time. 

_ You hear them say; “Oh, how can I ever pass 

_ this long evening?” and others will say, “Come 

on over to my house and kill a few hours.” 

_ Some people have so much time on their hands. 
Icannot spare a minute, I have so much to do I 
do not know what to do first. 


As the years went by, the Gospel was carried 


to the ends of the earth. Our Pilgrim Fathers 
heard the Word and they realized they had a 
right to worship God according to the dictates 
of their own hearts. 

The Pilgrim Fathers made no excuse for their 
stand. Theirs was a straightforward standing 
up before God. They were not afraid to honor 
Him, and I am glad that we, in whose veins 
runs the blood of those Fathers, are not 
ashamed to honor Him today. Jesus said, “He 
that is not with me is against me.” And, folk, if 
you are really for Jesus, it means that Jesus is 
first, last, and always in your life. It means that 
Jesus guides your plans and destiny and you put 
Him before everything else. 

But beyond the storms and the cares and the 
troubles, there is coming a landing of the 
pilgrims I am looking forward to, when the 
Bride of Christ will be caught up into His arms. 


The Bride of Christ is donning her wedding 
garment. A wonderful landing awaits the 
pilgrims of the night. The Bride is putting the 
sandals on her feet. She is separating herself 
from the world. She is purchasing fine raiment, 
clear and white. Her veil means separation 
from the world. She is in the world but not of 
it. Her bridal array means she has but one 
Lover and that is Jesus. The real Church of the 
living God is passing through this world—pil- 
grims bound for Glory. She is not flirting with 
the world and dallying with the flesh. She says, 
“This one thing I do. I am going through with 
Jesus.” 

May the Word of God go forth and find 
lodgment in every heart. Let us come to the 
altar and make our acceptance sure, and may 
this Nation under God go forth under His 
righteous dictates, holding fast to those 
principles upon which it was founded. [4] 
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Below: Whispering Oaks 
Campground; Campers 
participating in recreation. 


FIELD REPORT: 


Rapid Growth in the 
South Central 


District 


The Foursquare Churches of the South 
Central United States are experiencing exciting 
ministry to many people. This District of 
churches includes the states of New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana. 
The District is led by Supervisor and Mrs. 
Sidney Westbrook who are enthusiastic about 
the future. States Reverend Westbrook, “Room 
to grow is characteristic of our part of the 
country which is showing some of the fastest 
population growth in the nation.” 

The following capable Superintendents work 
in their immediate areas to open new churches 
and strengthen the entire work: Reverends J. T. 
Gortney (Arkansas), Nola Amos (Ark.-La.-Tx. 
Division), Phil Hyde (New Mexico), John 
Bechtold (Oklahoma), John Wheeler (Central 
Division), Pete Adcock (Permian Basin Divi- 
sion), Paul McEachern (Southwest Texas 
Division), Floyd Bailey, Sr. (Wichita Valley 
Division), Lee Walls (Panhandle Division), Phil 
Demetro (South Plains Division) and Dr. 
Elwood Jensen (South Texas Division). There 
are seven Spanish speaking congregations with 
Reverend Frank Saldana serving as Superin- 
tendent. During the past year each division of 
churches has been very busy expanding the 
s Foursquare Church in its area. 
One of the outstanding Home Mission minis- 
© tries of 1977 is in New Mexico. At the annual 
Council for Ministry held last March, Reverend 
Phil Hyde felt led by the Lord, after counsel 

with the Superintendents, to challenge the 
§ Albuquerque Chelwood Park Foursquare 
Church to mother a church in North Albu- 
querque. After fasting and prayer and counsel 
with the Chelwood congregation, the assisting 
ministers of Chelwood Church—Reverend and 
5 Mrs. Steve Von Hoff, and 21 people of the 
Chelwood congregation were commissioned to 
m; begin a new church. On May 15, 1977 a 
§ “bouncing baby-daughter church” was born. 
' Since that time this church has experienced a 
| steady growth. There is presently a nucleus of 
46 adherents with 31 placing their membership 
in this body of believers. New converts are 
being added week by week and an overall 70% 
growth shows this “baby church” to be healthy 


_™ and strong. 


Another area where new churches are being 
opened is the Central Division which includes 


Two new works have been planted during the 
past two years. In 1976, Reverend and Mrs. 
Allan Von Hoff opened a new work in Bedford, 
Texas. Reverend and Mrs. Robert Kennedy are 
soon to begin a new work in Plano, Texas. 
These pastors are both reaching individuals 
with the Gospel, and sustaining the new 
converts in the Word. 


Charismatic liaison in East Texas 


The newest Home Mission efforts are at 
Dumas and Tyler, Texas. Reverend and Mrs. 
Eddy Clemmons have been commissioned by 
the churches of Northern Texas to open a Four- 
square Church in Dumas. A neighboring Full 
Gospel Church has donated a chapel to the 
Foursquare congregation. The Foursquare 
fellowship of believers is presently purchasing 
property and moving the chapel onto this new 
location. These believers see potential for a 
strong church in this Northern Texas commun- 
ity. Also, in August of 1977 a new outreach to 
Eastern Texas was initiated under the leader- 
ship of Reverend and Mrs. Ed Surber. The 
Surbers are Spirit-filled former Luthern pastors 
with excellent qualifications for opening a new 
Foursquare Church in Tyler. They are also well 
qualified for involvement in reaching out with 
Foursquare fellowship to the many Charismatic 
believers in East Texas. This new mission of the 
Foursquare Church promises to become the 
basis of extensive ministry in this part of Texas 
which is almost untouched with the Foursquare 
Gospel. 

There is a fine renewal of vision for Church 
growth in the South Central United States. The 
Church Growth Institutes conducted by Dr. 
Don McGregor and the new incentive 
generated by the Board of Directors of the 
Foursquare Denomination is bearing lasting 
fruit. 

Many of the established churches are experi- 
encing revival and new ministry. Some of the 
bright spots are churches in Tulsa and Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma and Benton, Arkansas. 
Both the Tulsa Faith Center and Owasso (a 
suburb of Tulsa) Churches have experienced 
exceptional growth. Vital factors which have 
resulted in growth in these churches include: 
strong pastoral leadership (Tulsa—pastored by 
Reverend and Mrs. Dan Borell); family 
oriented fellowship (Owasso—pastored by 
Reverend and Mrs. Joe McKisick); a good 
musical program and _ evangelistic thrust 
(Benton—pastored by Reverend and Mrs. 
David Brewer) and; a dynamic deliverance 
ministry (Oklahoma City—pastored by Rever- 
end and Mrs. John Bechtold). 

The Tulsa, Owasso and Benton Churches 
have all been involved in building programs of 


the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Reverend and Mrs. 
~ John Wheeler lead the churches in this area. 
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construction or remodeling and this has 
inspired congregational interest. These are just 


few of the many churches experiencing 
xpanding ministry in the South Central 
istrict. 

Another area of fruitful ministry on the 
istrict is its camping program. During the past 
ix years the churches have been continually 
nvolved in developing a beautiful camp- 
zround, which began under the leadership of 
ormer Supervisors, Dr. and Mrs. J. Craig Bigg. 
omplete camping facilities, which will accom- 
odate a camping program for children, youth 
d adults, stand on 81 acres of property. The 
ampground, which can presently house 400 
ampers, comfortably, also includes 16 motel 
pe units for couples with small children, as 
ell as facilities for mobile units. 

The District Family Camps for 1977 were 
emendous times of ministry. A new record in 
amily Camp attendance was set with 1,291 
ampers attending. There were 88 converts and 
9 Holy Spirit baptisms. Campers gave a total 
f $13,825 to Missions with guest ministers 
including Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Nicholls, Rev. 
Bill Pritchett and Dr. Harold Helms. 


Healing the sick in Brownfield 


Individual lives touched by our Lord is what 
urch ministry is all about. One of the out- 
tanding experiences of healing came into the 
life of Mrs. Jean Butler, present member of the 
Brownfield, Texas Foursquare Church. 
Mrs. Butler was informed in September, 1969 
that she had terminal cancer of the lymph 
glands. Immediately she began making plans 
for her death. Knowing that as a Christian she 
would have a home in heaven, her greatest 
concern was for her husband, who is blind. 
Finally she asked God to heal her. Mrs. Butler 
then wrote Oral Roberts for prayer after 
hearing him say over his telecast that God 
could heal, even cancer. Oral Roberts sent her 
the book, “A Daily Guide to Miracles.” Soon 
she and her husband began attending the 
Brownfield Foursquare Church where they 
found people who believed in divine healing 
and who began to pray for her healing. Some 
even fasted. Two scriptures which especially 
ministered to Mrs. Butler were Psalm 118:17 
sand III John 2. After claiming her healing and 
giving testimony to such, Mrs. Butler stopped 
living like she was dying and began to make 
plans for the future. 
In December of 1976 Mrs. Butler was 
informed that the cancer had advanced to the 
bone marrow and it was in the fourth and final 
stage. With this hopeless news ringing in her 
ears she called the church from the hospital and 
asked the pastor and congregation to pray with 
her. As she listened to them pray, she knew 
Victory was hers. 

Mrs. Butler was released from the hospital to 
go home; man had done all that he could do. 


She was to return for a routine test and x-rays 
several months later. Although she felt no 
different, physically, when she returned to the 
hospital the results of the test were negative and 
the x-rays were clear. It was an excited 
technician who rushed into the room to tell her 
the news and exclaim, “Mrs. Butler, you don’t 
have cancer.” She testifies, “I just laid there and 
praised the Lord, and I shared what God had 
done.” Mrs. Butler continues to rejoice and 
share the news of her healing. 

In summarizing the ministry of the Four- 
square Churches of the South Central District, 
Supervisor Westbrook sees some new goals for 
growth. He states, “the development of strong 
fellowship among our churches in each area 
and capable leadership by our Superintendents 
is a key to growth as a District. I see in the 
immediate future the possibility of adding a 
new church in each Division each year. I 
believe we must not only add new churches, 
but we must supply fellowship and strength to 
established churches. I see fellowship among 
pastors as becoming more necessary. I am 
helping develop regular Shepherd’s Confer- 
ences in each Division. Five of these local con- 
ferences have been conducted already this year. 
We are also strengthening pastoral leadership 
by helping established pastors develop teaching 
relationships with younger pastors. Our annual 
Minister’s Institute, District Convention and 
camps, joined with International fellowship, all 
serve to strengthen the local leadership. | am 
fully aware of the spiritual principal of 
outflowing life. My greatest concern is for each 
of our people to be fully committed to the con- 
tinuance of reaching around the world with the 
Foursquare Gospel through missionary em- 
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Supervisor and Mrs. Sidney 
Westbrook. 


PEG rises 


“The ten dollar bills took care of building the 
church. The five dollar bills were used on 
financial things of the church. We lived on the 
one dollar bills and the cents. And, sometimes, 
we didn't even have the cents.” 

“Every other week wed go up the creek, 
walk two or three miles to have Sunday School 
in thehomesalong the river. That was a com- 
munity all its own. When the river would get so 
wide it came up to the doors, we had to wait.” 


a 


The Story of Martha Breckenridge 


Hewing Out a Vision 


in the Arkansas 
Ozarks 


In the thirties, the late Martha Breckenridge 
lived in the Ozark Mountain country near 
Crabtree, Arkansas. She owned property there 
and was settled, she thought. But, there came a 
deep stirring to gain additional Bible training. 
Prior to Martha’s heavenly promotion, she 
shared the following story of her calling into 
the ministry, and her 37 years of service among 
her people in Crabtree, Arkansas. 

“I wasn’t overburdened with money,” 
Martha Breckenridge remembered, “but the 
church took up an offering to send me to LIFE 
Bible College in Los Angeles. I had $26 and a 
few cents; just enough for the trip.” 

During her study there, Martha had a vision 


to return to Arkansas and she told the 
am going back.” He held her to it. 

“I didn’t have much education, 
were days in Bible School when I cou 
make it.’” Nevertheless, Martha main 
excellent grade average throughout 
years of Bible College training. “Wh 
invited to stay in California, I bucked I 
steer and lost my interest straight-like 
was there.” 

But, Martha Breckenridge didn’t 
returning to Crabtree to minister. For 
year she worked among the Spanish 
Pasadena. ‘And people began giving t 
the commissary in Arkansas that I 
have when I returned.” 

That return was as unusual as her t 
ward. Fern Soules Abshier, a friend in 
nia, made the trip back home with he 
and became her co-worker. “We had 
jeep, and towed it behind the school b 
with commissary clothing. We fixed 
back of the bus, and locked oursel 
night. It took us eight days to travel th 
and when we arrived in Dallas, we we 
money. Reverend Charles Gaines, ou 
Supervisor, gave us $50 and we made i 

The church began in humble quar 
home. “For eight years we were und 
We wanted to build a church building t 
so I bought $100 worth of lumber. But, 
rot on the ground. God didn’t want t 
there. 


with me. I thought he’d lost his mind! 

‘How'd you like to trade property 
he asked. We had viewed his proper 
hill and wanted it. The Lord quick 
offer to our hearts; we transferred p 
and began the church. 

“Just like God sent everything else, 
church was needed, money came to 
The local people helped with the cons 
Then we built some Sunday School ro 
The man downtown carried us for $8 
we have no debt. 

“We carried the stuff on our s 
dragging it up the hill. I put in the wi 
the Sunday School rooms myself. I did 
how, and had no instructions, books 
But, we have 13 windows and they are 

The deep poverty in Crabtree t 
Martha and her co-worker. Co 
clothes continued to come in. And, s 
started the “Soup Program”. 

“We invited the children to get off t 
bus every Friday evening at the ch 
served them a hot meal and then cond 
hour of Bible study. We all had gard 


ne would bring in vegetables for these 
When the parents came after the 
n, we conducted a Bible study for them, 
e don’t need the food today, but we still 
dhe Bible study,” Martha shared. 
ent Pastor Virgil Lemings was one of 
ittle boys who got off the bus. Martha 
fd, “One day when he was about seven, 
walked up from the creek to the church. 
is sister, Phyllis, came; she was about 
Now, she is a wonderful Sunday school 
rand works with our youth.” 


istered on their mountain, many of the 
ee people were seldom exposed to 
ices other than those in their community. 
someone questioned the possibility of 
' Leming teaching a false doctrine, Mrs. 
pnridge countered, “He'll never teach any 
doctrine; he doesn’t know any.” 

one is not to judge the people who come 
Martha Breckenridge’s church as unable 
ypt to a new environment without losing 
irm faith and convictions. “Many times 
fouth move away for work,” stated 
la, “but they have always become 
ished in other churches. At one time the 
Little Rock Church had 13 of them.” 
btree youth have made their mark in 
ct summer camps, too. Champion 
rs and talent contestants represented 
One youth began a church not far from 
me church, with his Pastor's blessing. 


btree has been a family church from its 
ning. “We taught the kids to give all they 
ve as long as they are awake. We keep 
jand pillows in the church. When they've 
lall they can do, we taught them to get 
ywn pillows and their own quilts and bed 
elves down, quietly, and not bother 
te else. If their mothers are in the choir, 
don’t need to come down to help them; 
ire taught to care for themselves.” 

2 member of Martha's church shares, ‘She 
iclaimed any musical ability, but she sure 
iplay the old pump organ, teach children’s 
even to the time of her departure. In 
‘on to having Sunday School, there was 
utreach work, such as Bible studies and 
T meetings in different homes sowing the 
us Seed in people’s hearts.’ Another 
er comments, ‘Her’s was a very practical 
of life service. She visited and prayed for 
k, clothed and aided those in need, per- 
jd many marriages and was called upon as 
ife to many people in this country. But, 
vs, the needy were first fed the Word of 


tal residents on their by-weekly shopping 
to town, or other passersby, can today 
he neat little church and parsonage on the 


highway, about 15 miles out of Clinton, on 
Martha Breckenridge’s mountain. The little 
white mission has come a long way—from a 
dirt floor covered with a rug, a wood stove and 
plank benches to a beautiful little sanctuary 
with carpeted floor, gas furnace, blond-wood 
pulpit with matching pews and lovely seat 
pads. 

Present District Supervisor, Sidney West- 
brook, states that Martha’s life and ministry 


have had a great social and spiritual impact on 
the community of Crabtree, Arkansas. He 
adds, “Some of our finest young couples in 
Foursquare churches in Arkansas and Okla- 
homa received childhood training from Sister 
Breckenridge.” 


Reeminiscing over the many years, Martha 
declared, ‘From the beginning, I knew I was 
teaching teachers. Today we see the third 
generation in charge of the church.’ Martha, 
who went to be with her Lord on May 27, 1977 
and, who is now resting from her labors, can be 
assured of God's promise, “their works do 
follow them” (Rev. 14:13). 


Far left: Co-worker, Fern 
Soules Abshier assists Martha 
in Water Baptismal Service. 
Below: Bottom left—Sunday 
School children in church's 
early years; Bottom right— 
Spanish children in Pan 
American Church, Pasadena, 
Ca.; Top—Martha and cousin 
sawing wood for home fires. 


Commitment is 
the tissue that 
holds the joints 
& bones 
together. 


NIEW/POIN: 
Speaking to 
Commitment 


By Dr. Allan Hamilton 
Pastor, Portland, Oregon Foursquare Church 


The word COMMITMENT is frequently 
avoided in our thinking. The thought of it, for 
some, is frightening. It means a pledge of some 
part, if not all of ourselves to another or to a 
cause. Few people in the world really want to 
commit themselves to anything on a permanent 
basis. Most people want to make sure there is 
some sort of an escape hatch or a back door to 
the room before they close themselves in. The 
idea of a final commitment like Jesus called for 
when He said, ‘No man, having put his hand to 
the plough and looking back, is fit for .the 
kingdom”, is a scary proposition. 


Contracts that do not contain escape clauses 
are almost unheard of, including the idea of a 
marriage contract. On the other hand, the radi- 
cals, revolutionaries and terrorists boast of 
total commitment. The Communists have long 
gloried in their superior commitment when 
compared with the commitment of the Western 
nations or even Christians for that matter. 
There really is no doubt but what many of them 
do commit themselves to their causes, even to 
the point of death. (That is not to say that 
many Christians will not do the same for 
Christ.) 

It used to be that commitment was a common 
phrase among the people of God. It was not 
only a word that was heard, it was an act that 
was easily observed. In fact, when one became 
a Christian they did so on the basis of a lifetime 
commitment to the cause of Christ. Christian, 
commitment, discipleship were all synonymous 
words. A strange and, I think, unhealthy thing 
is creeping into the thinking of many believers. 
It takes the form of a “free spirit”. It lacks in 
commitment to anything other than one’s own 
personal ambition, desire and well-being. Paul 
spoke of many of the Colossians who were led 
away into spiritual error because of a lack of 
commitment. “And not holding fast to the 
Head, from Whom the entire body, supplied 
and knit together by means of its joints and 
ligaments, grows with a growth that is from 


- God” (Col. 2:19—Amplified). 


I am referring to a concern that I probably 
share with many, that is the commitment of 
believers to other believers. We are first to be 
firmly united with the HEAD, which is Christ. 
That is our commitment to Him. The second is 
that we are firmly united with JOINTS and 
ligaments. The joints being those members of 
the Body of whom Christ has made us a part. 
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One of the most important issues for all of 
those who are members of Jesus’ many-mem- 
bered Body is the proper relationship of each 
person to that Body. This assures one of a 
proper position for growth and service. This is 
being rightly fitted to the “joints” which supply 
life and hold things together (Eph. 4:16). 


The “Joint” is where members connect and 
share in common bond. Here is the relation- 
ships between members. Joints hold the body in 
place. They transmit life and supply from one 
member to the other. Weak joints (relation- 
ships) put many members in pain, creating 
limitations and an undependability. Take a 
look at Psalms 22, that great Messianic 
prophecy of the suffering Servant. Verse 14 
reveals some of the greatest agony of Christ on- 
the cross. This agony was realized during the 
hours when all of His joints, by reason of strain 
and position on the cross were pulled apart and 
disjoined, not broken, but out of joint. You 
may want to make a spiritual application. The 
Church, His Body, suffers great pain, weakness 
and is rendered ineffective simply because the 
members are out of joint. 

There is another part of the body related to 
the joints and members that brings us to the 
subject of Commitment. That is the LIGA- 
MENTS. These are the bands of tissue which 
hold the joints and bones together. Here is com- 
mitment. Each believer having a_ special 
concern and responsibility to the other. 


We then, as Christians, as members of His 
Body, and as members of a particular body, are 
to recognize a certain commitment to others in 
that body. A commitment becomes a covenant. 
It is my being willing to obligate myself to care 
for another. It is an expression of “agape” 
(divine) love. A covenant which says, in effect, 
“T will never knowingly hurt you or do any- 
thing to hinder you orembarrass you. I will 
never offend you. I commit myself to your 
good, to your growth and well-being.” 

I will never forget my first experience with a 
pulled ligament. As a boy, the ligaments in my 
arm were torn. The pain was so severe, I did 
not know if life was worth living or not. The 
whole arm was useless. My entire body hurt. 
Everything sympathized with that torn liga- 
ment. When commitment is strained, pulled or 
torn, we weaken the whole body. On the other 
hand, strong commitment contains the secret of 
strength, coordination, protection and as a 
result a very healthy body. 

It is my conviction that there is unprece- 
dented strength, combined faith that will move 
mountains, and hurts that will be healed as we 
dare to COMMIT ourselves, first to CHRIST 
and then to the BRETHREN. (a 


FAMILY: 


I don’t like the looks of it,” was my wife’s 
comment as we viewed for the first time a 
small, bright red spot on my right leg. 

It was August, 1975 and I wondered if this 
red spot that was weeping a little moisture and 
looking very strange was a new mole trying to 
start or something similar. I didn’t take my 
wife’s comment very serious that morning but I 
did keep a close watch on it from week to week. 
In about four weeks the moisture dried up, but 
the affected area changed to a dull red on one 
side and a brown on the other. I decided to ask 
my doctor about it at my annual checkup in 
October. 

When that day arrived, my doctor viewed 
the disturbed area and remarked, “Oh, that is 
nothing.” In February when it changed again to 
a dark, brownish-black color I had another 
doctor examine it. This doctor said that it could 
easily be a melanoma cancer and referred me to 
a specialist. Upon examining my leg the 
specialist advised that the affected area should 
be cut out and examined for malignant cells. 


Surgery was performed in May, 1976 with 
the melanoma removed. It was determined that 
it was a malignant melanoma—the deadliest 
form of skin cancer, and had reached into the 
muscle of my leg. This form of skin cancer 
usually starts with a mole. If it reaches the 
muscle or bloodstream it spreads rapidly to the 
lymph nodes of the body. Of the 5000 people 
who develop it every year, 3500 die—most of 
them very quickly. One’s only chance of 
survival is early diagnosis and immediate treat- 
ment. 

Following my first surgery, the two surgeons 
involved informed my wife that my condition 
was very serious and that if a second operation 
was not performed very soon I would die in 
two months. 

When I was told that I had a malignancy and 
it was very serious, I had a feeling of shock, but 
after that passed a great feeling of assurance 
from the Lord came upon me. Before and after 
surgery I greatly felt His presence. I went into 
the operating room quietly singing praises to 
the Lord and when I woke up in the recovery 
room I, again, began singing His praises. I felt 
the Lord very near. 


The surgeons suggested that I be flown, soon, 
to Memorial Hospital in New York City for the 
extensive operation. This operation would 
remove all the leg lymph nodes and leave me 
partially crippled. 

After my release from the hospital, my wife 
and I got very serious in prayer for healing in 
this matter. Our District Supervisor, Reverend 
Glenn Burris, sent out word to all the Four- 
square Districts in the United States and 
Canada for special prayer. How deeply my wife 


God Healed Me of Deadly 


Melanoma Skin Cancer 


By Reverend Lloyd Post 
Pastor, St. Petersburg, Florida 
Foursquare Gospel Church 


and I appreciated this act of love, and the 
prayers and concern of so many. 

After a few days at home seeking healing and 
God’s guidance, I was impressed to telephone 
Reverend Helen Blair, pastor of the Belleview, 
Florida Foursquare Church (see story, “The 
Miracle Church of Belleview, Florida,” Septem- 
ber, 1977 ADVANCE) and ask her to pray for 
me over the telephone. God has used Sister 
Blair to pray the prayer of faith for healing 
many times. Immediately following her prayer 
I felt a strong tingle go down the wound of my 
leg. Sister Blair endeavored to reassure me and 
said, “Brother Post, right away you will begin 
to feel a tingle on the wound.” I responded, 
“Sister Blair, I already felt that tingle.” We both 
rejoiced in the Lord together. 


Now, I fully know that a person cannot trust 
in feelings. We must fully trust in God’s Word. 
I had asked the Lord to give me some kind of 
guidance that would assure me that I was doing 
the right thing in taking my stand on healing 
and refusing to go to New York for surgery. I 
was fully aware that a wrong decision could 
cost me my life. After Sister Blair’s prayer, I 
had the assurance that I was doing the right 
thing in refusing to go through with the second 
surgery. 

Immediately I informed my surgeon that I 
would not have the second surgery, and he was 
very fearful about my decision. I did talk to a 
cancer specialist in Tampa and he advised me to 
at least have a minimum type of surgery which 
would remove some of the flesh around the 
affected area. I did pray about this and felt 
assured that I should have this minor surgery. 

Regular examinations have been conducted 
since my last surgery and each time all is well. I 
have never had to take radium or any other 
type of treatments. I praise God for my healing, 
that Iam not a cripple and that I am alive. 

The scripture, “When he hath tested me, I 
shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10 - 
Goodspeed), was the verse the Lord gave me 
and which ministered to me throughout this 
experience. I can’t say I have been made into 
“gold”, but I now have a greater hunger for the 
rich, deep things of God than I have ever 
known before. fa 
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There was little 
time. Without 
more surgery I 
would die in two 
months. 


Manthe missionary 
family to South 
Africa. 


Maracay, Venezuela. Far right: 
Host Pastor Jose Danzanan with 
Missionary Loop and General 
Supervisor Starr at Odiongan 
Bible School, Rombion, P.1.; 
Right top: Workers enlisted in 
building program, Cocle Province, 
Panama. Right bottom: 
Participants in T.E.E. Program, 
Daejon, Korea. (See stories, pages 
12 and 13.) 


What is a typi- 
cal day for a missionary? 
Each day in the life of each 
missionary in each field is so 
different that a typical day 
does not exist. The following 
letter from Missionary Eme- 
gene Manthe, in which she 
describes an evening with the 
Manthe family, is shared with 
you: 

“We had a service sched- 
uled in Mtyu, about 70 miles 
away. Someone was to meet 
us part way and give us 
further directions. When we 
arrived at this location, at 6 
p.m., the person with the 
directions was not there so 
we continued the remaining 
30 miles to Mtyu, despite the 
fact that it was now getting 
dark. 


“When we stopped to ask 
for directions to the meeting 
place, we were told of a child 
who was rushed to. the 
hospital as a result of drink- 
ing kerosene. We felt that 
God had undertaken after 
prayer was offered for the 
child’s healing. Praising the 
Lord, we continued on our 
way. Soon we had to leave the 
truck and continue on foot for 
the stones were very large 
making the road impassable 
for the truck. By this time it 
was 10 p.m. and we still had 
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not found the group. Several 
in our party were sent on 
ahead and after a time re- 


turned to tell us that the 
meeting place had been 
found. 

“We arrived that night at 
11:30 and began our service 
at midnight. Around 2 a.m. a 
second group arrived to join 
us. The Lord was blessing in 
the service. At 3 a.m. we left 
the service (they were still 
praying and praising God) in 
order to get a little sleep. 
Services were held all the next 
day and we saw God move in 
a great way. Although we had 
many obstacles along the way 
we rejoiced that the victory 


was won and, at last, we 
reached our destination. 
“Several days after we 


returned home we received a 
letter from the mother of the 
child who drank the kerosene. 
She thanked us ffor our 
prayers and was grateful to 
God for healing her child. 


“Multiply by di- 
vision” is aconcept strange to 
the natural mind, but one 
used with good results in the 
work of the Lord. The Four- 
square Bible College in Que- 
zon City will celebrate its 25th 
Anniversary this year. Hun- 
dreds of Christian workers 
have been trained and sent 


out from F.B.C. over the 
years. Rev. Ernesto Lagasca, 
President of the Foursquare 
Church in the Philippines, is a 
graduate of F.B.C. as well as 
other key leaders in the organ- 
ization. 

Because of the great need 
to increase the number of 
ministerial graduates to sup- 
ply the demand for pastors, 
two dialect schools have been 
opened. The first is located in 
Norphil which is several hun- 
dred miles north of Manila. 
This school serves the North- 
ern Luzon District of churches 
which is under the supervi- 
sion of Missionary Tom Gar- 
ley. Recently, five graduates 
were honored at this school’s 
first graduation. 

In June, a second school 
was opened on the island of 
Romblon in the city of Odion- 
gan. Philippine General Su- 
pervisor, Phil Starr, reports a 
large enrollment of students 
for this opening. Rev. and 
Mrs. Gary Loop serve as 
missionary Directors of this 
school. 


The question arises, “Just 
what effect does the opening 
of these two schools have on 
the original Bible College in 
Quezon City?’ Missionary 
Harold Jones, Director of this 
college, reports the follow- 
ing: “Enrollment began slow- 
ly. It caused us to wonder if it 
would be so low that we 
would have financial difficul- 
ties in operating the college. 
But the Lord knew all the time 
what was going to happen. 
After registration was com- 


plete and classes had begun, 
we had 110 students—only 10 
short of last year.” 


Korea— The Foursquare Theo- 
logical Education by Exten- 
sion program, supervised by 
Missionary Ron Meyers is 
progressing successfully 
after its introduction in Korea. 
Upon satisfactory completion 
of the program in the Fall of 
1978, each of the 12 enrolled 
workers will be issued a Four- 
square minister’s license. 

The idea of any TEE pro- 
gram is to provide theological 
training outside the normal 
framework of the Bible Col- 
lege program. In Korea, the 
need is to provide such 
training in a suitable frame- 
work for university graduates 
who feel the desire for 
training for ministry. Due to 


their work schedules, how- 


ever, they cannot consider the 
regular Bible College pro- 
gram. Also, since half of this 
educated group already has a 
master’s degree, it seemed 
that they needed something 
specially tailored to meet 
their specific needs. 


DATELINE: Latin America 


Venezuela—Both the older 


| Spirit. 


and newer churches in Vene- 
zuela are taking strides ahead 
for God by the power of His 
The La Concordia 
Church in San Cristobal, one 
of the first Foursquare 
Churches in this country, has 
just finished the remodeling 


_ Of its building. As the original 
_ church property was taken by 


the city, the congregation was 
meeting in its Bible School 
building across the street. It 
was necessary to have double 
services on Sunday due to the 
small facilities and the large 


crowd. The people became 
concerned about this need 


and raised the money to 
remove partitions, knock out 


the back and one side, and 


extend the building. This 
made a sanctuary that can 
seat 650 people. The Dedica- 
tion Service for the remodeled 


building was held and it was 
filled to capacity. Praise God! 

The Maracay Church is just 
a “baby church” 10 months 
old and is 60 miles from 
Caracas. The attendance is 
averaging around 100 and 
already the building they are 
utilizing is too small. Thus, 
they have begun construction 
of an open-air building with 
just a roof for provisional use. 
They are working with the 
government to secure land for 
a building. 

The young people in the 
Maracay Church have been 
concerned for the salvation of 
others. Recently they held a 
youth rally with 300 youth in 
attendance. On another occa- 
sion they prepared special 
food items, such as barbe- 
cued meat which they took to 
the zoo and sold. This money 
was used to buy musical in- 
struments to use in the work 
of the Lord. 


Puerto Rico — The annual 
Foursquare Convention for 
the island of Puerto Rico was 
held in July. Theme for this 
conclave was “Estas Verda- 
des Sostenemos” (These 
Truths We Hold). During the 
Convention a Water Baptis- 
mal Service was held for the 
many candidates. 


Panama—One of the many 
programs in which’ Four- 
square Missions is involved is 
the Missions Impact Teams. 
These teams are made up of 
young people who spend 
several weeks in a foreign 
country during the summer 
months ministering in any 
way that is needed. These 
young people raise their own 
transportation costs and give 
freely of their time. Pana- 
manian Supervisor, Edgar 
Coombs, shares the following 
report of the efforts of a team 
of young men which spent 
several weeks this past sum- 
mer in Panama: 

“The Missionary Impact 
Team did a splendid job in re- 
building the earthquake- 


destroyed mission’s house in 
Sambu, which is deep in the 
Darien jungle. On the team’s 
return to the city, its members 
were kept very busy painting 
and reroofing our Canal Zone 
Church. Missionary Bruce 
Donham directed all the 
team’s activities for the first 
half of its visit. The last part, 
was spent working at our new 
national conference grounds 
in Cocle Province. The young 
men’s job there was hard work 
which involved hauling in 
sand and gravel to make 
cement blocks. Several local 
brothers worked with the 
team members, so that a 
great deal was accomplished 
in the few days they were 
there. 

“While in Cocle the team 
was invited to a different 
church each evening. The 
young men sang their newly 
learned Choco dialect cho- 
ruses and gave moving testi- 
monies at each church. Later 
they joined the local pastors 
in prayer for the many people 
who crowded the altars seek- 
ing the Lord. 

“One Sunday we hiked far 
up into the high mountains to 
attend a service with a large 
congregation of our ‘hill peo- 
ple’ who had gathered under a 
newly constructed roof to 
worship the Lord. The young 
men on the Missionary Impact 
Team were very impressed by 
the earnest prayers of the 
people. This proved to be a 
time of being ministered to as 
well as ministering.” Ey) 


District Missionary Giving 


District Jan.-Sept., 1977 
Angelus Temple $ 87,820.82 
Eastern 89,336.47 
Eastern Canada 5,103.78 
Great Lakes 167,107.66 
Midwest 107,398.18 
Northwest 167,137.20 
South Central 54,263.43 
Southeast 51,452.39 
So. California 195,620.17 
Southwest 141,078.55 
Western 96,279.82 
Western Canada 39,132.09 


OPEN YOUR BIBLE: 
The Responsibilities 
of Knowing Christ 


By Reverend Harry Galloway 
Pastor, Hayward, California 


Foursquare Church I John 2:1-6 


If you begin reading through the book of 
Revelation and come to chapter 3, verse 20, 
there is a thought that makes you stop and give 
it your earnest attention. Jesus says, “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock.” Examine this 
verse more closely: 

JESUS was standing OUTSIDE the Church. 

JESUS was knocking to get in. 

JESUS was excluded from the Church! 

Its members had their songs, hymns, form and 
fellowship, but didn’t have Jesus. Jesus was on 
the outside saying, “Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock." Church, Jesus must be on the 
inside. Throw away the songbooks, and the 
form, but not Jesus! The Church must know a 
living, vital, real, abiding, energizing, personal, 
life-giving Jesus. Yet, knowing Jesus involves 
much. Read the short letter of I John. Notice the 
many times John, by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, uses the word “know”. Again and again 
he stresses our knowledge of Christ and His 
Word. But let me ask, “What does that 
knowing involve?” 


I. Knowing Involves - OBEYING 


We read in I John 2:3, “And hereby we do 
know that we know HIM, if we keep HIS com- 
mandments.” And notice how John continues 
in verse 4, “He that saith, I know HIM, and 
keepeth not HIS commandments, is a liar and 
the truth is not in him.” Verse 5, “But whoso 
keepeth HIS word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected: hereby know we that we are in 
HIM.” Verse 7: “Brethren, I write no new com- 
mandment unto you, but an old commandment 
which ye had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the Word which ye have 
heard from the beginning.” 

I Samuel, chapter 15 gives us the danger of 
disobedience and the directive to obey. Saul is 
sent to destroy Amalek. The Lord tells Saul in 
verse 3, “utterly destroy”. But we read in verse 
9, “But Saul...spared.” Between these two, 
short sentences is disobedience. Then in verse 
22 Samuel declares: “...Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice.” 

Man is made in the spiritual image of God, 
and to function as He would want us, man 
needs to seek the fellowship of the Creator. He 
does that by the Word. But it is not enough just 
to read the Word; John says we must OBEY it. 
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Too many rely on going to church once a week 


and listening to the preacher and the rest of the — 


week the Bible is a closed Book. Cecil Osborne — 


in his book “The Art of Understanding Your ~ 
Mate” wrote, “One hour of worship a week was 


never intended to provide sufficient spiritual 
resources for us to maintain our spiritual, 


physical, and mental well being.” We need to — 


read and obey, daily, God’s Word. Notice I 
John 2:3, “And hereby we do know that we 


know HIM, if we keep HIS commandments.” — 


The word “know” means to know by 
experience. The word “keep” means to attend 
to carefully, to guard and to observe. 


II. Knowing Involves - BEING IN CHRIST 
We read in I John 2:5, “But whoso keepeth 


HIS word, in him verily is the love of God per- — 


fected: hereby know we that we are in HIM.” 
One of the first verses I ever committed to 
memory was II Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are 


become new.” One of the great pictures of this — 
is found in John 15. Our Lord beautifully — 


describes the relationship of the believers to 


Jesus. He is truly the True Vine and we are the © 
Praise God, we abide in Him. © 


branches. 
Knowing involves being in Christ. 


III. Knowing Involves - LOVING 
Again, read this letter of John. Mark the 


places where John uses the word “love”. In I — 


John 5:1b, 2 it states, “. . .every one that loveth 
HIM that begat loveth HIM also that is 
begotten of HIM. By this we know that we love 


the children of God, when we love God, and — 


keep HIS commandments.” 
Do we need to be reminded of God's directive 
to love the brethren? How beautiful to see 


family love in a Christian home—that family — 


love that is a part of nature. The child naturally 
and instinctively loves his parents, and he just 
as naturally loves his brothers and sisters. It 
seems to me that love to God and love to the 
brethren is inseparable, and that this love is 
regulated by keeping His commandments. John 
is challenging the believers, “If you want to 
return that love to God—to express your love 
for GOD—then, love the brethren.” Knowing 
involves loving. 

In conclusion, John knew what it was to be in 
Christ. He knew what it was to walk in 
obedience to God’s Word. He knew what it was 
to love. This is seen in his tender expression, 
“My little children” (I John 2:1). John now is an 
old man writing to those he loves. If there was 
ever a statement of Scripture that shows the 
relationship of the pastor to pew—it must be 
this simple but profound statement, “My little 
children.” Knowing then, involves, OBEYING, 
BEING IN CHRIST, AND LOVING. (4) 


RAYMOND COX: 


current 


events comments 


‘‘No soap!’’ 

For fifty years Americans have articulated 
this phrase to say, ‘‘Nothing doing,’’ ‘‘Not 
possible,’’ ‘‘Not permissible,’’ ‘‘futile.’’ The 


expression first surfaced, it seems, on page 


99 of Percy Mark’s book, published in 1924, 
“The Plastic Age.’’ 

The fall of 1977, however, cries out for 
articulation of the words more specifically in 
protest to a new network ‘‘comedy’’ called 
‘““Soap’’—the subject matter and tone of 
which stripe the production as a tragedy. 
Christians, confronted with the immoral out- 
rage, have needed to say, ‘‘no ‘Soap’!’’ 

In recent years a public hue and cry 


against violence on television has made 


slight headway. The media boasts that this 
season's offerings dramatize less violence. 


Of course, as long as the newscasts glorify 
violence, any reduction is minimal, especial- 


ly since the news shows ‘‘the real thing,’’ 


while most viewers recognize dramas as 


are being depicted 


‘‘make-believe.’’ 

But while there evidently is less violence, 
there obviously is more sex in this season’s 
programming. Adultery and homosexuality 
in bawdy shows as 
acceptable life styles. 


LETTERS: 


. “Adds” to Mailing List 


Praise God for your magazine. I enjoy 


reading it very much. Please put me on your 
_ mailing list for the ADVANCE Magazine. 


GIP 


We get so much good from the ADVANCE. 
We come from a long line of Foursquare 
people. Our mother comes to stay with us 


several times a year and each time “devours” 
the ADVANCE. She was Foursquare when the 


North Long Beach Ca. Foursquare Church 


q 


commenced. She was in on the beginning and 


right through to the new building. She is no 


longer able to get down there from her home 


since the death of her husband, but she remem- 


bers and talks of Foursquare people, so we 
would like to subscribe to the ADVANCE for 
her. 

VEG 


But Christians can do more than complain 
among themselves about evil trends. Of 
course, they should control carefully what 
their own television sets show. But we can do 
more, indeed more than pray. An avalanche 
of protest letters addressed to local stations, 
networks, and sponsors would doubtless 
achieve some results. This is true especially 
of sponsors. They don’t like to get their 
fingers burned twice in the same setting. 
Hallmark Cards, for example, won’t buy 
another ‘‘pig in a poke’’ like the outrageous 
telecast about Aimee Semple McPherson's 
kidnapping. The President of the corporation 
asked an executive there to express to the 
writer of a protest letter, ‘‘Our apologies for 
a television show that ‘missed the mark,’ and 
| request that you might forgive Hallmark.’’ 
In a later paragraph the executive conceded, 
‘“‘We agree with you. We missed our own 
high standards. We offended you and others, 
and we are sorry. We ask forgiveness.”’ 

Other sponsors might respond with similar 
apologies if enough Christians expressed 
their opinions in a reasonable rather than 
ranting way. Sponsors shy away from serious 
controversy. They are vulnerable and know 
it. ‘‘All that is necessary for evil to 
triumph,’’ a farsighted sage said, ‘‘is for 
good men to do nothing.’’ Jesus said we are 
the salt of the earth. If saints use their savor, 
maybe the media will smart—or get smart! 
We can’t do everything, but we can do some- 
thing. Now is the time to clean up ‘‘Soap’’, 
and others as bad or worse. We can let our 
lights shine through our pens! [4] 


News Appreciated 


Appreciate the ADVANCE. I am a graduate 
of the class of 1930. 
Vi. 


STEVVARDSHIP: 


Remember the Lord’s Work... 
in your WILL 


Be specific in naming the Lord’s work in your 
Will. Give the exact name of the CHURCH, 
BIBLE COLLEGE, MISSIONS, etc. 
Remember that in everything the Lord has 
given you, He only asks for a portion to be 
given back to Him. 
For information in preparing a Will, write: 

MR. CHARLES PERRY 

Stewardship & Estate Planning 
1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90026 


United Foursquare Women. 
EXIST TO MINISTER TO OTHERS 


Would YOU Like a Part in Our Ministry? 


* 
Ad 


a! 
as, 


if 
2 
-_ 
= 
= 
= 
2 
= 
— 
e 
. 
en 
oe 
7 
Sa 
os 
= 
— 
= 
—_ 
= 
= 
= 
a 


Alabaster offerings of a penny a day home and on the foreign field. We send 
from our faithful women have paid for our helps and ideas to use locally. United 
beautiful United Foursquare Women’s Foursquare Women are a blessing to the 
Alabaster House. It is here in Santa Ana, local church and community. 

California that we coordinate the service of 

our many chapters, so even the small Will you join with us in this service to 
chapters can have an opportunity to serve. the Lord by investing $5.00 in United 
The Alabaster House includes a ware- Foursquare Women’s’ membership 
house for missionary supplies and used through your local Foursquare Church? As 
clothing for disaster areas on the mission our ministry has grown, so has our need. 


field. Will you do your part? 

The United Foursquare Women’s organi- 
zation coordinates a beautiful Orphan UNITED FOURSQUARE WOMEN 
Sponsorship Program and a Scholarship 601 West Third Street 
Program for Bible College students at Santa Ana, California 92701 
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